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Tips on Reading & Understanding Genesis:
Genesis is a history book that tells the aspects of history that God desires to tell. 

Deuteronomy 29:29 - The secret things belong to the Lord our God, but the things that are revealed belong to 
us and to our children forever, that we may do all the words of this law. 

This book is historical narrative. It tells what happened, not necessarily giving us a picture of how life should 
be.

Main Sections of Genesis:
1. Primeval History - Chapters 1-11

God's dealing with humanity as a whole
• Creation, the Fall, the promise of the Gospel, murder, chaos, the flood, tower of babble  

2. Patriarchal History - Chapters 12-50

God begins the story of the coming of the Messiah. He begins funneling the story down to Jesus.

Major Themes:
1. The Gospel

How life is supposed to be - Genesis 1-2. 
How life got messed up - Genesis 3
How sin messed up life - Genesis 3
How God will fix our problems
 

2. Sin and Its Destruction
Sin affects everything.

3. God's faithfulness
The main thing that links the two sections is God's faithfulness to keep his promise even to a faithless people.
• He gives the promise
• He keeps Noah.
• He makes a promise to Noah after the flood.
• He calls Abram and we see the story funneling closer and closer to Jesus.
• God makes a promise and he keeps that promise. 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4. God's Choosing of His People
We see in Genesis the pattern of God's choosing. We find the makeup of God's people. He was not choosing 
the cream of the crop. 

He was choosing a bunch of mess-ups so that he could be the one to get the glory

• Noah got drunk immediately out of the ark
• Abraham and Sarah doubted God. He got his wife's maid pregnant.
• He was scared of the king and other royalty and so he lied about his wife, endangering her instead of 

himself.
• Isaac did the same thing.
• He then refused to give the blessing to the son that God said to give the blessing to.
• Jacob deceives his father and brother; yet, he is the one chosen over his older brother.
• Laban, Jacob's uncle, deceives Jacob and has him marry the wrong daughter, so Jacob marries both of 

them.
• He has children by not only the two wives but their caretakers as well.
• He refuses to take vengeance for Dinah being raped, but rather is worried about his own reputation.
• Judah refuses to let his daughter in law have his 3rd son and ended up being tricked into getting her 

pregnant as he was out looking for a prostitute.
• Judah played the main part in selling Joseph into slavery.

◦ Judah was chosen because of the sin of Reuben, Simeon, and Levi.
• Joseph is cocky and brags to his brothers and parents about how they will bow down to him.
• God did not necessarily choose the most logical one. He often chose younger over older (Jacob & 

Esau, Judah & Reuben)
• Simeon & Levi murder an entire people.
• Judah and the brothers sell Joseph into slavery and lie to their father.
• Rachel stole her fathers foreign gods and then lied to him so that she could keep them. 

Deuteronomy 7:6-8, 9:4-6

He also chooses 3 matriarchs who are barren.

1 Corinthians 1:27-28 - He chose the foolish things of the world  

5. Justification by Faith

Abraham was justified by faith. 
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