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Alcohol As a Conflicting Topic
 
Many people have different views for different reasons.

1. They believe Scripture outlaws it or upholds it.
2. Their background…seeing drunkenness…or it being demystified by being consumed properly.
3. Their location

There can be a good value or redeeming quality in alcohol.
1 Timothy 5:23 - No longer drink only water, but use a little wine for the sake of your stomach and your 
frequent ailments.

God Providing Wine to His People as a Blessing
Psalm 104:14-15 - You cause the grass to grow for the livestock and plants for man to cultivate, that he may 
bring forth food from the earth and wine to gladden the heart of man, oil to make his face shine and bread to 
strengthen man's heart. 

Proverbs 3:9-10 - Honor the Lord with your wealth and the first fruits of your produce; then your barns will be 
filed with plenty, and your vats will be bursting with wine.

Bad Connotations Given to Alcohol
Proverbs 20:1 - Wine is a mocker, strong drink a brawler, and whoever is led astray by it is not wise.

Proverbs 21:17 - Whoever loves pleasure will be a poor man; he who loves wine and oil will not be rich.

Romans 14:21 - It is good not to eat meat or drink wine or do anything that causes your brother to stumble.

Hosea 4:11 - Beware of wine, and new wine, which take away the understanding.

Ezekiel 44:21 - No priest shall drink wine when he enters the inner court.

Proverbs 23:29-35

Proverbs 31:4-5 - It is not for kings, O Lemuel, it is not for kings to drink wine, or for rulers to take strong drink, 
lest they drink and forget what has been decreed and pervert the rights of the afflicted.

Deuteronomy 29:6 - “You have not drunk wine or strong drink, that you may know that I am the Lord your 
God.” The reason they didn’t drink any wine in the wilderness is, evidently, it would be an asset to their coming 
to know God fully.

There is precedent in Scripture of alcohol being outlawed.
Leviticus 10:9, Numbers 4:3 - The Nazirite vow banned them from drinking wine.

Difference in today’s alcohol.
Alcohol then had about 1/8 alcoholic content as it does today.
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Is It a Sin to Drink Alcohol?

Things to Consider
1. It must not be for the purpose of getting drunk.

a. Ephesians 5:18 - And do not get drunk with wine, for that is debauchery, but be filled with the Spirit,

2. We must be convinced that we are not committing a sin by drinking.
a. Romans 14:23 - But whoever has doubts is condemned if he eats, because the eating is not from faith. 

For whatever does not proceed from faith is sin.

3. Is this wise?
a. Proverbs 20:1 - Wine is a mocker, strong drink a brawler, and whoever is led astray by it is not wise.

b. Know yourself and your temptation to addiction and your level of self-control.

4. We must not make another brother stumble
a. Romans 14:13-23

b. 1 Corinthians 8

5. Will this build up myself and my church?
a. 1 Corinthians 10:23-33

b. We need to be aware of our surroundings and what other’s view of alcohol is.

Is it ok for a church to ask its members not to drink? Deacons/Elders?


