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Genesis 21 - God provided the Son of Promise

1. God Tests Us To Strengthen Our Faith :: 22:1-2

God tested Abraham not to tempt Him (James 1:13) or to know what would happen (he already knew) but to 
see Abraham's faith in real time and space. 

2. God is Faithful and Can Be Trusted :: 22:3-10

Abraham was willing to make the sacrifice because he believed God's purposes were unstoppable and his 
promises certain.

• Genesis 15 - When God established the covenant, he did so in the way that oaths were established in 
that day, by invoking a curse should the covenant be broken. God placed full obligation of the covenant 
upon himself.

Hebrews 11:17-19 - He did not fully understand, yet he trusted God. Prv. 3:5-6

3. God is Good Even in the Midst of Trials :: 22:6-10

"God himself will provide the lamb (8). This was Abraham teaching Isaac to trust the Father's goodness.
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4. Allegiance to God Means Sacrifice :: 22:11-12
Allegiance to God Means Sacrifice, yet, what we gain from God, which primarily is God himself, is greater than 
whatever we must give up.

Abraham's Trust of the Lord Led Him to Obedience
Verse 12 "I now know that you fear God." Fearing God leads to obedience. 2 Corinthians 7:1
• Luke 9:23 - If anyone should come after me, let him deny himself, take up his cross, and follow me. 

5. Abraham’s Sacrifice Foreshadow's God's Sacrifice :: 22:11-14
Verses 11-14 - Jesus as the Ram and as a Isaac

• Substitutionary atonement - In the OT, God graciously accepted an animal as a sacrifice to stand in the 
place of a guilty person for the sake of a ceremonial cleansing form wrongdoing. This pointed forward 
to the final, once for all substitutionary atonement in Jesus' death on the cross.
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